
July 21, 2026 
 

The Honorable Jodey Arrington 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Arrington:  
 
We write today in strong support of H.R. 4780, the “USTRx Act.” 
 
The bill creates a Chief Pharmaceutical Trade Negotiator at the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative. The sole job of this individual would be to identify foreign 
price controls and other unfair trade practices related to drugs innovated in the United 
States that increase costs for American patients. This negotiator would issue an annual 
report on these practices and recommend remedies as appropriate. 
 
The USTRx Act implements section 3 of President Trump’s executive order on 
prescription drug pricing, which commits that: 
 
“The Secretary of Commerce and the United States Trade Representative shall take all 
necessary and appropriate action to ensure foreign countries are not engaged in any act, 
policy, or practice that may be unreasonable or discriminatory or that may impair 
United States national security and that has the effect of forcing American patients to 
pay for a disproportionate amount of global pharmaceutical research and development, 
including by suppressing the price of pharmaceutical products below fair market value 
in foreign countries.” 
 
When countries which practice socialized medicine impose a government price control 
on prescription drugs researched and manufactured in America, or engage in other unfair 
practices such as reducing IP incentives or market access barriers, it does not mean the 
costs magically disappear. Rather, the price difference is made up for by American 
patients paying more than they should have to for the same drugs. It’s become known as 
“foreign freeloading.” 
 
Americans end up paying more so that foreigners in socialized medicine schemes 
can pay less. That’s not fair, and it’s time for it to stop. 
 
The simple fact is, when foreign freeloading is imposed by governments such as 
Germany, France, Italy, Japan, and Canada, the research and development costs of new 



cures and treatments are shirked by those countries. The full cost–plus the foreign 
freeloading “tax” – is paid for by American seniors and other drug patients. That’s an 
unfair trade practice, and it’s the Constitutional role of the United States government to 
prevent that from happening. 
 
The USTRx Act can finally end the practice of foreign freeloading. If successful, it will 
mean that countries around the world are paying full fair market value for the American 
prescription drugs they consume, and American patients can stop subsidizing drugs for 
wealthy foreigners. This is the best way to reduce the price of medicines here at home. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Charles Sauer 
Market Institute  
 

Ryan Ellis 
Center for a Free Economy 

Grover Norquist 
Americans for Tax Reform 

Phil Kerpen 
American Commitment  
 

Saulius “Saul” Anuzis  
American Association of 
Senior Citizens 
 

Steve Moore 
Committee to Unleash 
Prosperity  

Pete Sepp 
National Taxpayers 
Union 
 

Tom Schatz  
Citizens Against Government 
Waste  

James L. Martin 
60 Plus 
 

Daniel J. Mitchell 
Center for Freedom and 
Prosperity  
 

Matthew Kandrach 
CASE for Consumers  

Karen Kerrigan 
Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship Council 
 

Kent Kaiser 
Trade Alliance to 
Promote Prosperity  
 

Jane Orient 
Association of American 
Physicians and Surgeons 

Tomas Philipson 
Former Acting Chair of 
White House Council of 
Economic Advisors  
 

Palmer Schoenig 
Family Business 
Coalition 
 

George Landrith 
Frontiers of Freedom 

C. Preston Noell III 
Tradition, Family, Property 

Patrick M. Brenner 
Southwest Public Policy 
Center  

Alfredo Ortiz 
Job Creators Network 

Anthony Zagotta 
Center for American 
Principles  
 

Dee Stewart  
Americans for a 
Balanced Budget  
 
 

Daniel J. Erspamer 
Pelican Institute for Public 
Policy  

Joel White 
Council for Affordable 
Health Coverage   
 



Seton Motley 
Less Government  
 

Dan Perrin 
HSA Coalition 

John Tamny  
Parkview Institute  

J. W. Delano  
Southeast Texans for 
Liberty  
 

Josh Umbehr  
DPC Action 

James Edwards 
Conservatives for Property 
Rights  
 

Jeffrey Depp 
Committee for Justice  
 

Jeff Cargerman  
Market Institute Foundation 

Julio Rivera 
Reactionary Times  

Ryan McGowan 
Institute for Legislative 
Analysis  
 

Carmine Denisco 
United Inventor Association  

Norm Singleton 
US Policy  

Autry Pruitt 
New Journey PAC 

Paul Morinville  
RINO Reckoning  

Mario H. Lopez 
Hispanic Leadership Fund 
 

Tom Norton 
The America PAC 

Chadwick Hagan 
Founding Principles 
Coalition 

Veronica Welch 
Defeat the Machine Super 
PAC 
 

 Dewayne Moore 
The Dewayne Moore 
Foundation 
 

Larry Ward 
Constitutional Rights PAC 

 

   
 


